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To: Environmental ouality councit, capitol Building, Helena, sg62o-1704
Depanment of Health & Environmental Sciences, Director's offics, Room clog,
Helena, 59620-0901

Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks
Director's Office
Fisheries Division
Regional Supervisor

Region One
490 Nonh Meridian Rd.
Kalispell, MT 59901
(4061 752-5501
FAX: 406-257-0349
Ref:DV385.95
Apri! 20, 1995

Cogswell Bldg.,

Parks Division
Wildlife Division
Lands Section

I
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Montana Historical Society, State Historic Preservation Office, 225 Nonh Roberts, Veteran,s
Memorial Building, Helena, 59620-1 201

Montana State Library, 1515 East Sixth Avenuo, Helena, 59620-lgOO
Jim Jensen, Montana Environmental lnformation Center, PO Box I 184, Helena, 59624
George Ochenski, PO Box 689, Helena, 59624
Janet Ellis, Montana Audubon Council, pO Box 5g5, Helena, 59624
Montana Depanment of Uvestock, Game Farm Applications, 3Ol Roberts, Helona, 59620
Montana Wildlife Fedaration, PO Box 1175, Helena, 59624

Joe Gutkoski, 304 Nonh 18th, Bozeman, 5971S
Dave Majors, 3289 Wood Duck Lane, Stevensville, 59gT0-6696

Herb Johnson, 90O W. Reserve St., Apt. 225, Kalispell, 59901
Artene Montgomery, Friends of the wld swan, po Box s103, Swan Lake, sggl l
Flathead Wildlife, lnc., Bob Cole, PO Box 4, Kalispell, Sgg03
Flathead Regional Development Office, 723 Fifth Avenue East, Room 414, Kalispell, 5g901
Fleficrd Crytty Commissioners, County Courthouse, Kalispel!, Sg9O1
Flathead County Library, Col. Falls Branch, 130 6th St. W., Col. Falts, Sggl2
Legislator Doug Wagner, Box 190021, Hungry Horse, 5gg1g
Canyon Sportsman Ctub, Cliff Nelson, PO Box 322, Hungry Horso, Sggl g
Nonh Valley Sponsman Club, Paul Murphy, 333 2nd St. 8., Col. Falls, 59912

Ladies and Gentlemen:

Since there wero no rssponsos received from the public, either in support or in opposition, to the
proposed action on the St&ihem's Farm Gardan and Orchard Game Elird Farm. ! am enclosing the
Decision Document grantang a gamo bird farm license. I have also enclosed the first and last page of
the final EA, which reprosont the only changes made on the Draft EA which you previously received.

Sincerely,

DarJ vincent
Regional Supervisor
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STIDHAM GAME BIRD FARM DECISION DOCI'MENT

MAY 24, t99S

Application Background and $ummgly

Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks received a completed application for the Stidham's Farm
Garden and Orchard game bird farm on March 1. 1995, which by law must be acted upon not
later than July 5. 1995. The application was prepared by Terry L. Stidham, P. O. Box 2353,
500 River Road, Columbia Falls, MT 59912

The Stidham Game Bird Farm is located at 500 River Road, Columbia Falls, Flathead County,
Sec 16, R20, T30. The initial plans call for ringneck pheasans and chuckar partridge be added
to their current pigeon inventory. The specific plans and other documentation are listed in the
Environmental Assessment (EA) of the Stidham Game Bird Farm. Copies of this document are
available at the Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parls (FWP) office in Kalispell, MT.

The MEPA kocess

The application process includes an EA by FWP to satisfy the Montana Environmental Policy
Act. The agency issuing the license is required to assess the impacts to the human environment
which include all factors which interrelate to form the human environment.

Issues Raised in the EA

The EA lists the issues in detail. These included the potentid contamination and degradation
of water systems, potential disease transmission benreen garne birds and wild or domestic birds
outside the facility, potential ingrcss or egress of game farm and wild birds, potential loss of
area aesthetic value and an impact on the administrative work load of FWP.

Summary of hrblic Comment

No comments were received during the public comment perid (04120195-05/09/95) for the

Stidham Game Bird Farm EA.

The Decision hocess

Utilizing the EA and public comment, a decision must be rendered by FWP which addresses

environmental concerns identified and follows the applicable laws and regulations pertaining to

such licenses. Current game bird farm laws require a decision within 120 days following receipt

of a completed application.
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Decision

Fish, Wildlife & Parks fully understands the potential impacs of a game bird farm in this area
and has determined the potential impacts are minimal since the facility is located in an area with
a small pheasant population and a small chuckar population. Fish, Witdlife & Parks has decided
that a license to operate the game bird farm in question may be issued.

Stidhrm Gamc Bird Farm
Deirion Documcnt
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Regional Supervisor
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EA Checklist
Game Bird Farm License

PART I. GAME BIRD FARM LICENSE APPLICATION

The department's authority to regulate game bird farms is contained in section 87-4-901
through 87-4-916, MCA and ARM 12.6.1601 through 1 2.6.1604.

1. Name of Project: Stidham's Farm Garden and Orchard

2. Name, Address and Phone Number of Applicant: Terrv L. & Norma J. Stidham. P. O.
Box 2353. 500 River Road. Columbia Falls. MT 599'!2

3. lf Applicable: _

Estimated Construction/Commencement Date: Mav. 1995

Estimated Completion Date: Auoust. 1995

ls this an application for expansion of existing facility or is a future expansion
contemplated? Future exoansion contemolated

4. Location Affected by Proposed Action (county, range and township)
Flathead Countv. Sec 16. R20. I30

5. Project Size: Estimate the number of acres that would be directly affected that are
currently:

(a) Developed: (d) Floodplain 0 acres
Residential ... -..[acreslndustrial 0 acres (e) Productive:

(b) Open SpaceA/Voodlands/
lrrigated cropland 0 acres
Drycropland.. ... .26 acres

Areas 0- acres Forestry 0 acres
1 Single family dwelling

(c) Wetlands/Riparian
Areas _.,[ acres

6. Map/site plan: See Appendix B.

Rangeland 0 acres

(f) Other 0 acres

7. Narrative Summary of the Proposed Action or Project including the Benefits and



Purpose of the Proposed Action.

To set up and raise upland game birds. The birds to be raised are ringneck pheasants
and chucker partridge.

8. Listing of any other Local, State or Federal agency that has overlapping or additional
jurisdiction.

(a) Permits:

Aoencv Name: Permit: Date Filed/#:

None

(b) Funding:

Aoencv Name: Fundino Amount:

None

(c) Other Overlapping or Additional Jurisdictional Responsibilities:

Aoencv Name: Tvoe of Resoonsibilitv:

None

9. List of Agencies Consulted During Preparation of the EA:
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13. SUMMARY EVALUATION OF SIGNIFICANCE

}il( the proposed action, considered as a whole:

IMPACT

Can lmpacts
Be

Mitigatod'
Comment

lndexUnknown. Nonc Minor'
Potcntially

Significant.

a. Have impacts rhat arc individualty rimitcd. but curnurativcry conridcrabrcr (A
prolect or program m6y rcault in impecta on two oa lnoro tcaaratc ,aaourcca
which create a significant cffect whcn conidcrcd rogcthcr or in totC.)

x

b. lnvolvc potcntial risks or advc,c affcctr which lrc unclrtdn bur "nr".alhazardous if they warc to occur?
x

c. Potentially conflict wirh thc aubrtantivr rcquircrncntr of any local, statc, ot
fcdcral law. regulation, stand6rd or formd plan?

x

d' Establish a precedcnr or likclihood th.t fururc actionr wath sig.iltcant
onuronmcntal impacts will bc propocodl

x

o. Generatc subsrrntial dobcrc or controvcrly about th. ncturc of thc impoctt
that would br craatedT

x

t. Other x

'Jarral':vo Dcecription and Evaluation of thc cumulativc and sccondary Effccrr on culturc/Hirtoricc Rcrourcaa lAnach 6dditionc pagca of narrativc if nccdcdl:

'lncludc an attachment with a narrativc explanation dcscribing thc scop. and lcvcl of inpact.

;

I

i

has not or can not be ovsluatcd. 11
lf thc impact is unknown. cxplain why thc unknown impact



l. Description anr.l analysis of reasonable alternatives (including the no action alternative) to the proposed action whenever alternatives are

rezrsonably available and prudent to consider and a discussion of how the alternatives would be implemental:

Alternative l: Not issue a game bird permit.
Alternative 2: Issue Permit \-/

The applicant is currently raising pigeons. The addition of some more bird pens and some game birds will
heve no effect on the overell eovironment. There are very few upland game birds in this vicinity. The

constnrction of new bird pens will start when the applicant receives the okay for the Game 'Bird Farm

Licensc.

2. Evaluation and listing of mitigation, stipulatioo, or ottcr control Ercaaurcs enforceable by the agency or another government agency:

None are applicablo for this EA and Geme Bird Farm Ucease application.

3. Based on the signif,rcance crircria evaluated io this EA, is an EIS required? NO If an EIS is not required, explain whv the EA is the

appropriate level of analysis for this propoeed actim:

No imprcts occur.

4. Describc the level of public involvemcat for this projet, if my, and , givea the complexity and the seriousness of the environmental issues

associated with the proposed action, is thc level of public involvercot appropriate under the circumstances?

A l5<hy public comcnt penod is appropriate for this proposcd action.

5. Duration of comment perid, if any: Fiftcea days.

6. Name, title, address, and phone number of the person(s) rcsponsible for prepering the EA:
Perry Brown, St tr Gem Warden
1325 S. Nuclane
Coluobir Falls, MT 59912
(M) tv2-39%

A, review of the liceaso application and thc clcmts within 6is cavirmmtd rovisw indicato that tho poEatisl for conflict in the social and
rhysical environments is extrercly low c nm+xifcot.

ftris application prtains to the additioa of grm birds to thc pigons curr€otly being reised. Thc addition of a few game birds will have no
:ffect on the overall environmcnt. Thcrc \uarl no rtspms rcceived from thc public, either h support or in opposition, to the proposed
rction. No irreversiblo comnitmcats !o lb lrDd-b.Ed tt!(rurpor aro madc as a rcsnrlt of tho proposcd action. No thrcstcned or endangere<l
rlant or anirnal species are affected by thir propoccd rtion. This EA is the approprierc lwel of a"elysis for the proposed action.

P.o t/irm( Regiosd Supervisor

iA Approved

12


